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g The surgical cpmphcatlons : = . La !
that three years ago made Lau- Rizk’s surgeons, Dr. Rais. Beg
rice Rizk a respirator- ‘and dialy— and Dr. Susan, Apte, both.of
sxs~dependent double ‘amputee - Cleveland, installed an.incorrect
persuaded:a jury to a.wa.rd : _heart valve, then reahzedthe pr-

" .Case brmgs famnly
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$9 mllhon award

- "Also named in- the suit’ were

Dr. Linas Vaitkus, ‘Dr. L.C; Ra,o.-'
Dr. KV Gopa]aknshna, Dr. ‘Sa-. "

bino Vell_oze'a.nd Dr. Touraj Tag-
hizadeh, all of Cleveland..

Beg's lawyer, William: Mead-
ows; was floored by the jury’s
verdict and said an appeal is
likely. “We believe that; the result

inthlscaselssimplyatoddsthh_... e L

the ‘expert testimony:and evi-
dence,” Meadows- said.“There

. was a significant sympathy factor 1

in. thrs case, apparently as.a.con-

41'

suit againstseveral doctors, Jurors awar
$9 53 mi]hon on Fridnynfter ntwo-WeektriaL
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verdict by awardmg‘ one third' of
what was adtually demanded. Df, -
Beg'is a great physidan He did:
nothing wrong to. hnve caused,
this outcome,” :

Mea.doWs and other defense
la.wyers argued tlmt RizK’s many
medxcal:problems gomg into. sur-,.
gery —

operation extremely’ risky, and
Rizk was made ‘well aware.of

'that. She -also kneéw she, would -

die without the surgery, Mead—',:
OWS sm¢ i £ LT

‘Defense w1tnesses, incilud.xng a
renowned: heart surgeon from
Phﬂadelphia, failed to sway the

Jury, which rendered its verdrct ;

ete ieart, circulatory:
and Kidney;diséasé — made the™

' deliberation.”

. Kampinski, sexd Rizk and-her . .
fmmly Will use'thé moneéy to pro-
_.vide round-the-clock care. for ..
“RizK. Two of ‘her-adult children’
‘have moved in with their parents

to help. Last week the woman

family said:that justa few days
before her SUrgery, she prepared

; dmner for20 people

o] was fine,” Rizk testified. “T

led: avery a.ctlve ‘life right up. to:
“the last mmute. Y.cooked a meal:
every'day,I cleaned:my house,;.
'wen' hopping, droy :"to see’

t sequence, the ,Jury returned a. around 5 p.m. uﬁer a full day of . srster inAkJ:onr

““Now, 1 cin't do a.uythlng
Today, she ta.kes her meal

' fiavenonsly; bréathes with'a

pirator and undergoes kidne

alysis“three times a week.

"legs were cut off after the
“gery..

was. carned into the courtroom. -
.on’ a stretcher It tmk five people
‘to inove her to & portablé hospi- 7
tal bed so she could testify. Her”

Kampingki. said the ama
thing is that Rizk remain
good. spirits "Shes “cheerful
full of life, in’ spite of everyt.

: she has gone through

szanealerreporterOlwera
Perkins contnbuted to thissto

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter
msangiacomo@plaind.com,
216-999-4890-




